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ponded on, a tribune's power was insignificant When the consuls were of his own way of thinking, a tribune was a very important personage indeed Atticus was alarmed for his friend, and cautioned him to look to himself Warnings came from all quarters that mischief was in the wind Still it was impossible to believe the peril to be a real one Cicero, to whom Rome owed its existence, to be struck at by a Clodius I It could not be As little could a wasp hurt an elephant
There can be httle doubt that Caesar knew what Clodius had in his mind , or that, if the design was not his own, he had purposely allowed it to go forward Caesar did not wish to hurt Cicero He wished well to him, and admired him, but he did not mean to leave him fiee in Rome to lead a senatorial reaction. A prosecution for the execution of the prisoners was now distinctly announced Cicero as consul had put to death Roman citizens without a trial Ciceio was to be called to answer for the illegality before the sovereign people The danger was unmistakable , and Caesar, who was still in the suburbs making his preparations, invited Cicero to avoid it, by accompanying him as second in command into Gaul The offer was made in unquestionable sincerity Caesar may himself have created the situation to lay Cicero under a pressure, but he desired nothing so much as to take him as his companion, and to attach him to himself Cicero felt the compliment and hesitated to refuse, but his pnde again came in his way Pompey assured him that not a hair of his head should be touched. Why Pompey gave him this encouragement, Cicero could never afterwards understand. The scenes in the theatres